WERE   THE   VICTORIANS   SNOBS?
The eighteenth century, in spite of its sprinkling of adventurers and nouveaux nches, afforded comparatively little scope for the members of one class to ape the style of another The Industrious Apprentice may have become Lord Mayor, but it is extremely unlikely that he ever boasted to his aldermen about " my friend, Lord Chesterfield "
The snob was, in fact, a by-product of the Industrial Revolution The enormously increased importance and wealth of the bourgeoisie had had the effect of visarding degree to an extent unprecedented since the dissolution of the monasteries had provided funds to start a new nobility Now that fortunes were being made and lost so rapidly, even humble shop assistants, like Mr Tittlebat Titmouse, began to ape the manners of swells, and to dream dreams of ten-thousand a year And had not the firm of Pitt and Company dealt in coronets with those who could pay for them?
There was an element, even in snobbery, that was not altogether contemptible Its rise was largely stimulated by the romantic enthusiasm that was at its height in the thirties and forties There was an almost universal desire to escape from the brutal reality of the machine age into the dream of an idealised past In spite of Macaulay, the neatest suburban villa lacked the attractiveness of a castle in Spain But from an idealisedpast it is not a very far cry to a idealised present The vanished glories of Barons on the Rbjineland and Caliphs in Bagdad was scarcely more calculated to impress the clerk ot shop assistant and his womenfolk than that of the swells upon whom he could feast his eyes in the Row There is a pathetic longing expressed in the old song>
"I'd like to be a swell,
A'toammg down Pdl Mell, Or anywhere, I doat much care, 80 I oodki be a swell *